A linen (lraw-slieet is used to immobilise the child's arms and body in order to prevent struggling and movement which interfere with the subsequent procedures. The child is placed on the draw-sheet, which is then firmly swathed round the body and pinned in place, so that the arms are pinioned to the sides, and only the face is exposed. A fine rubber catheter (No. o) lubricated with liquid paraffin is passed into the stomach through the nose, and fixed to the forehead with adhesive tape. To facilitate the passage of the tube, the infant is given small sips of water to drink as recommended by Hamilton Bailey (1938 textbooks, and in recent reviews of the treatment of dehydration in infancy by Simmons (1944) and I^evine (1945) , the procedure is not mentioned. When the intra-gastric drip feed was first introduced at Belvidere Hospital, its application to paediatric practice was thought to be original, but it was later found that Allen and Rutherford (1945) had used a similar procedure, and Sequel (1945) 
